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JoaNNIS TELELIS

Teyvixdg diddorarog: Georgios Pachymeres as
Paraphrast of Aristotelian Meteorology

1. Introduction'

In an extensive epigram dedicated to the memory of his teacher Geor-
gios Pachymeres, Manuel Philes” — the prominent Byzantine court poet
of the early fourteenth century — praises the art in philosophical writing
and the teaching skills of the Byzantine polymath with the following
verses:

Nov xal b vov té8vnras, & yépwy ITAdTwy-

O yap peteplbywatg, 008t Zwipd Ty, (30)
Thattig 88 T TdTNG T Kol TEYVNG KPALTOS

"Epmvovy xaapi dpydvouy ¢ keéve.

AploToTehes, Apot kouTdlels 2Tl

Keil uiv xpuPijvect Oel o kel oryiy dyew,

K eloovta oavtod duotuyag t& BiBAia. (35)
‘O yép xaté ot TEVIKOG O104TKAA0G

Aplotov ExThowTo Kol dikov Téhos...?

The whole poem is an epitaph.* The poet follows standard poetic for-
mulas in order to build the praise of Georgios Pachymeres’ life and
deeds.® The above-mentioned section of the funerary poem offers a reaf-

! I would like to thank Ruth Macrides, Andrea Cuomo, and the anonymous re-

viewers for revising the final version of this article and making valuable suggestions and
remarks.
2

On Manuel Philes’ biography, see recently: Rhoby (2016).

3> Philes, Carm. 39,29-37 (ed. Miller, v. 2, p. 402); ¢f. TLG Canon: 2718.001,

DBBE: http://www.dbbe.ugent.be/occ/8936. Proposed translation: But now, even you
have died, oh old-man Plato; / for it was neither metempsyschosis nor Socrates, / but the
sameness of the discourse and the majesty of the art, / which clearly delineated your animate
form in the text. / Do you still boast, obh Aristotle? / Alas! You should close your own books
and hide in silence, / because the skilful teacher of your doctrines / had an excellent and ami-
able end...

*  On Manuel Philes’ epitaphs, cf. Papadogiannakis 1984.

5 For a general presentation of Georgios Pachymeres’ life and work, see Talbot

1991, and Zografidis 2011.

Toward a Historical Sociolinguistic Poetics of Medieval Greck, Edited by Andrea M. Cuo-
mo and Erich Trapp, Turnhout, Brepols, 2017 (Studies in Byzantine History and Civili-
zation, 1 z), Pp- 119-142
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ties. This aim was served by several explanatory comments. Furthermore,
Pachymeres interpolated various examples and used his own words and
phrases that — in all possibility — would sound familiar to his Byzantine
target audience. Instances:

3.1.1. Discussion of the Meteors Pertaining to the Middle Celestial
Band?¢

Arist. Mete. I (341b.24-35)

Pachym. In Mete. 1.1.2 (p. 5,8—22)

Awdéper 8 A0 xate THV TOD
drrexkabporos Béawy 7 T TATBog:

Gv pgv yap TAdTog Eyn kel uikog TO
Drrékkavuo, TOMAKLG SpATHL KAUOUEVY]
$AOE domep v dpovpa Katouévig
KUAAYNG,

&av OF xoutet uijiog uvov, of kohotuevol
Serhol kol alyes kel GoTépeg.

&y v mhéov TO DTékKaUL 7] KU TO TO
uijxog | TO mhdtog, 8Tav uEv olov
gmoamvOnpily dua xoudpevov (toiTo
8¢ yhyveran S 1O mopexmupodadou,
KoTo pukpd pév, & dpyny ), aif
KeLhelTau,

étov O dvev TovTou Tod Tdove, dohde.

garv O oL Wik Tiig dveBupdoens Kot
uipd Te kol modhayf] Oleomapuéve. 7
kol dpolwg xorre TAdTog kel Bdbog, of
SoxobvTeg AoTépeg SIATTEY YiyvovTaL.

Awodépet 82 xorté TV ToD DTrekkavuoTog
Btory 7| 10 mhifog, dore dMwe xe
dMws yiverdu 70 pavduevoy xal
dapdpov pépery Svouaaiag.

Gv ugv yap mhdTog Exy Kol pikog TO
Drréxicavpo, TOIAKLG GPATOL KALOUEVY]
SO &y 79 odpave, Gomep év dpovpa
Koopvng kehdune xal Aéyerar ToTe
PASE 61 i pijnog xad whdiTog émédafe
70 UTéxxavyea.

g0ty Ot rearToL uijrog pdvov, ol kehobuevol
Sechol palvovTon kal afyeg xal doTépec.
g0ty O TAelov TO Drékicavpo ) KoTd Te
uikog Kol mAATOG, STav pEv olov
amormvdnparxily (tovto O yivetar Siit
1O moapekmupobofal T ubpl ToD
DTEKKUDUATOS, KOTO UIKPR WEV, €T’
apyy Ot wiay), oif koketton dmo T
IS QY05 TPLYEY Gpoudsv QpLTTovaey THY
ovouaatay oyoiga- 8tav 8’ 8vev ToUTOV
Tod mafove, dahoc.

g0y 88 o whien Tig dvabupudoews Kote
uipd Te kol Tolhayf] Oleomapueve. 1
Kol dpolwg xore TAdTog kel Bébog, of
4o Tépeg ol didTTey dokoTvTeg yivova,

a S, ,
ou¢ xal 3/%7'701/7'%; Aé YOUEY.

A comparison between Aristotle’s text and Pachymeres’ paraphrase
shows interesting points of deviation from the Aristotelian source-text.
While expounding on the differences of the meteors that pertain the
middle celestial band and occur as consequence from differences in
the orientation and quantity of the existing inflammable material, Pa-
chymeres interpolates that different phenomena have different names:

3¢ Pachymeres’ original text is printed in italics. Text that reflects influence from

late antique commentators or other sources is printed in underlined italic type.
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in the use of first-person plural verb while mentioning the name of the
shooting stars: ofig ki SidrrovTeg Aéyopev. This last phrase may be inter-
preted as sign of oral speech in Pachymeres’ text.

3.1.2. Discussion of Exhalation’s Ignition in the Lower Celestial Band

Avrist. Mete. 341b.35-3424.3

Pachym. In Mete. 1.1.3 (p. 6,1—22)

6TE uEv olv OO THG KWhTEwg 1
avaBupinaig exkatopévy yevva adtd-

6t¢ Ot Omd Tob O TV Y&
ounaTauévoy Gépog exBABetar kol

gxxplvetal TO Bepudy, 016 ki Zotkev #

dopt phlrel pahov ad T,

8N odxk kool

‘Ott ptv odv Imd Tig KvnHoews 1)
aveBupiaoig éxkalopévy yevvg tabta
xel EoTy_alty mowyTii) odtie TV
T0L00TWY, 6T¢ Ot Do Tod diit Ty YV
ouvaTapivoy Gépog exBMPBetar ol
gxcxplvetar TO Bepudy- 810 xal # popd
TWY_TOLUTWY ATAVTWY foixe Piver. 7
Vap dve xlvyais Exxaler 0 DmExxavua-
xol et ey dveydipvau, 6)Aé did Ty
Exeloe ToD dépog TxYwary, u Quvauevoy
avdysrdat, éxdMBerar xdrw- xai foixey
7. Qopa pivet.

oU_Qel 0¢ dmopely i dvw TolToy
TEMVXVWUEVOS AT)p EDPITIETAL, 6 7] €Y
abTo dvew éperdou- mie 0¢ xel avTo
gbexavdy, eimep dip Vuypoc v avre
émixelugvog; 000t ydp due év évi Tmy
dimety ToUT0 YiveTau- 4IAA TO Iméxxavya
lows @0 Tuyoy depudryros éx Ti
xvifoews TG dvw, oUx Gumodifovros
éxeloe ToU dépo 01 TO ElxpaTov elva
107 Ore EbfjmreTo TO Uménnavue, 7y
oS TR Pépecdu  dvw- pifmw 0%
TeEdewSevroc ) xal umodiedévros dmd
TIV0¢ Tl év Too0UTY EdalolwToS Y
anp, due aXowirar év dMw Tomw éx
TIVOS  gUuTEGOUTYS  adTing  xai
évamodayfdver pepduevov- xal ovrws
ExEIVO  TEPIXAEIOIEY, ) Eyov dvw
éxShfBivau die Ty ThKvwory THY xel
700 Gépog, xdTw ExSMBerau. xal odTwe 7
Qopa. éxelvy fowxe piyer, 4N olx
EKKODTEL.

moldinig yap xed ToiTo yiveral xel 0V
yeyovos  depuov  mpdrepoy,  elta
ExdAiBerar duo To pydeigac airics.
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3.1.3. Discussion of Meteors’ Apparent Motion

Arist. Mete. 342a.3-33 (passim) Pachym. In Mete. 1.1.3 (p. 7,1~21)
yiverou 02 3 xawaig 6 éml Ta My va-

.. GoTEp 1) DTS Tobg Myvoug Tifepévn | amep yip 1) Ho Tobg Myvous Tileutvy
dvadupinas 4md Tig dvwbey dhoyds | dvabupinais 4mo Tig dvwbey dhoyds
el TOV kdTWOEY MDYVOV... dmrrel TOV kéTw Ay vov dud 70 e0pués Ti¢
avaSvudoews Tpog TV dveyry, TOV
adTOV TpOTOV Kol &V Tolg TOloVTOlG
yiveTow. xeitau yap 3 xawvddys éxelvy
avaSvuinots xetd pixos ToU  Gépog
dvwdey  xdtw  xel TS Apyis
éxmvpwdelons émdaufoveran 7 @Ok
éxelvy) ToD gUVEyyvs Qld THY EDQUlay Tpog
dvayry ol UmExxaluaros ToD xerd
UT0¢ KEWEVOV- el 0UTWC 7 Exxnavars
dugpyouévy, xal cvveyis TO uév TpdTepoy
amodelmovan 700 8 yyvs dauBavousvy,
ddxnary wapéyel auvijaews cuveyois. 7 02
T8 TAeloToL 8 €lg TO Mhdytov St To dbo | xaTd piyry wdEdov, mhewoTdxic el o
dépeaBar dopd, Bin utv xdtw, dvoa d | Thdya péperer S T dbo dépeadou
dvw... dopdic: Pl utv xdTw, pvoel 8t dvw. xal
T 1V pUTEL, i) Ovvaada péperdal did
T TVAVSTYTRL TOD Avew dEpog- THY 0%, i)
Bovdeadou xaveicSar did 76 wapd piay
elval. xel dataite umodilducvoy uév
Y éml 70 Gy i) mepuxds 0¢ T émi T
XATW Popdy, PEpoUEVOY XdTW, 0VOE TIY
QUILKNY ATONEITEL KlVyoIY- XAVTEDIEY
mpogoyHlov 77 xdrw Ty 0 dvw Jyrodv,
avatyxaiws ooy Svoly TovTwy Pépetal.
xel €71 T00T0 TO TAdytov. KvoTvTal 88
Gomep ol &k TGV SaTOwV Tupiives, | T7 éxBhivel kel eig iy e eig Bakaooay,
Gote Kol elg TV YAy xal el TV | domep of éx T@V duxTlAwy Tupiives
BdlotTery ¢0L(veo’eotl T{TTOVTO. ( 3;’7),01)0’7/ 0 \audrore )

Another interesting passage in the first section of Philosophia book s,
which includes Pachymeres’ own comments, is the discussion of how the
burning light of a meteor can appear as moving in a slanted direction in
spite of its natural motion upwards. At this point Aristotle’s source-text
offers a concise analysis and presents two empirical examples (the extin-
guished lamps [Myvovg], and the kernels [rvpijvec]) in order to illustrate
the cause of the meteors’ apparent motion. In Pachymeres™ paraphrase,
the Aristotelian analysis is supplemented by further arguments provided
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